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A6STBACT 

Because of the lov density of its population and 
subsequent lov property tai support, library service in Oklahosa is 
based on the sulticounty library operating as a single unit, iith the 
help of federal funds, such units ncv cover one-third of the state 
and 60 percent of its population utilizing branch libraries and 
bookiobile service. Service to children has a high priority. The 
Oklahoia Departient of Libraries conduct:s vorkshops on all aspects of 
children's services and undertakes those services vhich can be done 
■ost efficiently on a large scale or a comparative basis. A good 
exaiple is the Children's Statewide Suuer Prograa in vhich systea 
and nonsystei libraries of all sizes participate. The Departsent of 
Libraries also vorks to establish juvenile collection standards, to 
provide interlibrary loan service to children as veil as adults, and 
to stimulate local libraries through the distribution of exhibits and 
1611 fills. (SL) 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE TO CHILDREN IN OKLAHOMA 

Oklahomo it o beoofilol s»ore covering 69,919 square miles (174,797 square 
k;ioin«»«ri) , 30% in form laf»df , 42% In posture lands, ond 21% In feresta. 
In this oreo there or. o few more than 2,500,000 people, 641.000 of th«» 
children under 14 years of oge. 

There ore two cities of more thon 100,000 inhobltont.. Two mora foil Wween 
50,000 ond 100,000 and the next six In size ore betwMn 50,000 ond 25,000. 

The density of population overoges obout 37 people per iquar«> mile, or 15 
per square kilometer. For purposes of comporison it moy help you to think of 
Finland, Liberia, or Rhodesia with density of 14, end Iron or Swe^!sn averoalno 
18 people pw square kilo. Ciechoslovoklo, smaller thon Oklahoma by 400,000 
^uor* kilos, has a population dwislty of 113 compered to our 15. So the 
picture emerges of a largely rural Oklahoma with a few progressive metropolitan 
areos of moderate size . 

When we come to consider public library service to the children of on oreo, we 
find wc must see it as port of the larger pi:ture of library service to the entire 
population. And, since public libraries In the USA generolly derive their 
nnonclol support from property taxes, we need to toke o brief look at this source 
of Income In Oklohomo to understand the kind of llbrory systems that ore devel- 
oping there. 

^-v- by Hary Ann Wentroth 

\J\ Public Library Consultant 

for Children's Services 

\^ Oklahoma Department of Libraries 

Cb 



US OIPAKTMlNTOFMCAtTM. 
EOUCATION A WIL^ARI 
NATIONAL IHSTITUra OF 
COU^ATION 

THIS DOCUMENT MAS SEEN REPRO 
DUCEO EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM 
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN 
ATlNr, IT POINTS OF VIEWOR OPINIONS 
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE 
SENT OfFlCIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 
EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY 
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Because of the scoTtered populo»ion it is cuUoawy to um the count/, or o 
group of relofed counties, osthe geogrophicol ond govemmentol unit for 
statewide plonning. So in considering finonciol resources for librories, you 
need to know thot in our stote the people in o county may tox themselves up 
to 2 mills per thousond dollars of ossessed valuation for the support of public 
libraries. This means thot o counTy hoving on assessed vohiotion of 
$890,747,967 can roise $1,781,495 to support its library for o ye<r. This 
sounds like o greot deal of money until it is pointed out thot it amounts to 
spending $3.38 for eoch person in thot county far boob, films, building 
maintenance, professional ond clerical salaries, and so on for o year's 
library services. 

If that seems inodequote, consider thot there ore only two counties in the 
stote that hove anything like this much money to spend. Seventy-three 
counties hove less than $100,000,000 property valuotion eoch, which means 
less thon 200,000 possible dollars per county for libraries. 

Toke for exomple Adoir County, populotlon 15,000 ossessed valuotion 
$8,570, JOO. They could reolize $17,000 to support librory service for the 
year 1973. ftit they hove joined with contiguous counties to form o system 
€nd by pooling t^iefr money they ore oble to enjoy something more nearly 
approoching odequote library service. Certainly something better than they 
hove ever known before. 



ERLC 



-3- 

For fhm post i6v«rol y«ors th« s»ol« i^giitahire hos inckidtd moll amoufiTs 
In the Oklohoma DcporfiMnt of LSbrorits' budget for 9ronH«-in-«;d fo s)rftems 
which find even o 2-mni oueument inodequole fo support libraries. It is to 
bo hoped thot this trend con be coittinued and exponded. 

An Oklahoma multi-county library operoTos as o single of^anizatlon^ not os 
o Merotlon of Independent hMlitutlom. There ts one director who aipervises 
ond odminlsters the opero H on of the heodqutfters, the branches/ ond the 
bookmobiles. Encouraged and Implemented by Federol Funds during tf.v potf 
16 yecrs^ it hos been possible to estdblish six multi-bounty systems plus two 
single county systems, ooverlng 29 countios or slightly moro than one third of 
the geographical area of the stote and 60% of the population (see otfoched 
mofi) • Our lorgetf iy#em at present covers six counties, serving 131 ,620 
people ipreod over 6,718 squora miles (16,795 square kilometer^ • 

In creos where the populotlon Is too dispersed to support o traditional branch 
library, yet within the service oreo of a system, o large self-^contolned book- 
mobile brings books and services to the crosvoods. What such servico con mton 
is expressed in the folk>wing letter firom o boy who lives fust outside the area 
served by one of the lorge sysf ems: 
Dear Sirs: 

1 must write you and expreu my good feeling toward the 
bookmobile ond the Oioctow Notion Multi-county Librory. 
1 find being o school dropout like myself geHlng books to 
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r«od would hov« been hard to do. But tKo faookmobiU 
stoppod my ^vorry olmost that is. to put it in ploto words, 
we neod you In McCurtoin County vrt y much, tho 
reosons oro following: 1 . wt nood you so i wouldn't 
hovo to hitchhiico about 15 miles thoro ond 15 bock . 

Sopt.3 i wont to OctovSo to stay with o friond ond got . 
in troublo with his dad because i hod to sfoy oinight every 
time i %v«^ed to see the bookmobile so i wos going to 
sleep on the store porch till the next morning when the 
bookmobile come. However i connot stoy oil night with 
them onymore so i will hove to get up early in the morning 
ond try to moke it to the bookmobile in Octovio, ond 
chonces ore i won't moke it before If leoves. I need o 
sokition bodly. 

Reo9onno.2. 4 doys ago i tolked to 2 boys obout while 
they looked over my books i hod checked out of the book- 
mobile, ^ey showed greot interest in it. They wanted 
me to get some books for them bit ! forgot to in my hurry, 
todoy Sent •6th i received 2 books from the moil unex- 
pectedly from the library, they %vere book i hod asked 
for on the bookmobile* now i con prove to people thot 
you ore for the good of us. 

the po#moBler ond i were talking obout the bookmobile, 
he sold they hod up to dote histury books that he would 
like to hove, he osked me how much wos the poyment. 
he wos stortled when i told him none at oil. i am going 
to get oil of the people interest in the bookmobile to sign 
it. i will enclose it in this letter, i am 16 yeors old but 
I hope age mokes no difference. I hove 9 books in my 
possession from the book mobile, i will close for now. 

Sincerely yours, 
JIMMY 

P,S • <f this Is not enough nomes i con get more. 



The headquarters stoff of librvions inckfdes specialists who hove troining and 
skills to ossist the smoller branches in plonning and carrying out their services* 



ftwich librarians do not OS oniU hove library degrees. They usually hove 



libcrol orf$ bock^ounds, fomttifiws inckidifio o few hours of library sci«nc«. 
Thm is a continuing in-sorvico draining program ond opportvniHes for thoso 
individuols to porflcipota in ovoroll planning for tfio t/st«m. Branch staff 
poople ora rocruitad from Iho community in which thoy sorvo, » thoy oro 
somirivo to its notdk and rafloct its culturo ond its philosophy. Books, motariols 
ond suppliM oro controlly pufchostd ond procosMd for groolost •fHcloncy ond 
•conomy. EjdiiblH and progrvM oro pfonnod ond coofdSnolod for uM through- 
out o systom. 

Sorvico to tho chiklron hos high priority in oil of Iho systoms. Tho smoll 
communltios oro offton oworo of tho importonco ond Iho nood for ihts fWld of 
MTvico boforo thoy rocognlso o library's olhor potontlols for usofohim. 
Adninistrotors olwoys sto this os on otm rich in pesilbilitlos fpr publicity. 
Tooehofi in both public ond prtvoto schools oro oogor fle oncourogo childbon 
Id toko od^antogo of tho oddod opportunitlos for onrichmont. 

Good llbrory sorvico h> childron boglns with o trofnod ond dodlcotod stoff • 
And so tho Stoto ConsuHont for Oiildrtn's Sorvicos works bolh ^roctly ond 
Indiroctly to oncourogo imoglnotivo, forword-looking opportunitlos for growth 
OS woll OS tho solid foundation of troditlonol training ond sorvicos. 

In tho oorly doys of o systom's omtrgonco wo ot tho Oklohomo Poport m ont of 
Libraries work with Iho stoff to dtvolop o good bosic colloction of books ond 
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oHmt motorioU. If mtnlien of litis icems too •lointfitory, too obvious, if 
j ^lould bo poinlod out thot roony oooll comMunitios hovo hod vwy limttod 

^ oxporionco with the seloctlon or uw of high quollty {uvenllo books, Mony 

I of tbofii oro not ovvoro oT oil of Hio oth«r motorlols Mich os rocordinQs , film 

j tfHps, piGturos, oducolionol toys ond gomos wbtch oro now raoognizod os 

' importont olomnN In o library colloctioo. 



condbct wor ki iop s for Mio ty # o— ^loff In oraoi of rospomlbility wch oi 
"Molntolning Ifio Juvonllo ColUctlofi/ "look Soloctlon," "lUCmnco Sorvico," 
"ftoscbool Progroming" ond "Storytolling." Wo givo htip os noodsd ond 
foquMtod in plonning ifio physicol orrongomnt of Ibo childron't orao, rocoof 
loondli^ oc|ulpMont ond ipooo noods* Tho D^arts!08!t of Ltbrario^ trios to oidko 
Its braod oxporlonco ond losourcts ovollablo in Mtting locognlsod noodb. 

Vim olso undtrtoko somo torvlcoft which con bt dono m# offictonlly on o 
loigo scdo or o eooptrotlvo basis. Agood OMMpIo of this islho Chlldron*t 
Slotawldo Smi w hw Pogrom, moklng plont ond motarlols ovolloblo to oil 
llbrorlos with llttio or no oxpondihiro of thoir tlmt and flionoy* It provldos 
program plonning idoos which moy bo corrlod out os ttmply or os oloboroToly 
OS tho librory widios* It moy comorvo thne ond ontrgy of o smdl, or ovor* 
workod, or unimoginotlvo stoff • On tho othor h md. It moy givo o dodlcotod, 
crootlvo llbrorion o running start for o rtolly insplrod progrom. For som 
llbrorions it hos introducod and thtn connrmtd the philosophy thoT o pragrom's 
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sucMtt is not buiU on "quontlfy rtoding." We hovo como to recognize thot 
the reoding or porticipotion in the mnnmer progrc^n is its own re^word, and the 
child who wonts or is oble to rood only o few books may well benefit more 
thon the one %«ho might receive recognition ht novlng rood o greot number 
of books. 



One of the unonticipoted vokies from this s uii i wei proorom hoi been the 
ptovitton of o commo n pro|ect, diored by aiony sizes ond Undf of ci omm m tities 
throughout the stote. Here is on enterprise thot hoi been entered into by 
people from the book m obile stop to the urbon heodquorten librory or o busy 
neighborhood branch facility. Not only the librories, but the people them* 
selves in oil ports of the stote hove this library experience in common. 

All county ond multi-county library systenn porficipote os well as many of 
the Mwll non-sy#em librories scattered over the stote. Eoch location develops 
o progr o m reflecting its own locol tolents and tostes so none are tfie some, but 
ideos flow from one to onother and generote entliusioim. 

The 1974 theme hos been QRCUS CIRCXiS which provides almost endless 
possibilities for exponsion. Free moteriols provided porticipoting librories 
inckided o Librorion's Monuol, offering detailed suggestions ortd resources; 
bright posters in two sizes; rubber stamps lecturing o handsome iion*s heod; 
book morks; folders in which children moy record their reading ond collect 
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"Sond-ouH;" Hic "hond-outt** lheim«Kns which consitf of o wi«fy of 
puzzl«s, tok«s, 9«Ms, ond handicrofr idm, Th« Srol« Comulfonf for 
Oiildrvfi'i Services not only originotes Him ma»eriols, but is ovoSloble to 
f poring lifaroriot for impUmentotion plonning. 

Wo ipolco oorlior of this conwIrontU ovoilobiliry far oSd in jwonilo book 
flolocrton. Wo Aould loll you olfo obwt onothor sorvieo which roinlbrcoi 
our obi llry to holp smoII comMuniHot or thoto hovir^ no roody oeco« to 
lorgo wholosolo or refoil outlofs. 

At tho DoportMont of librarlot ym mointoin o Juvonllo lUvSow Collodion 
contoining most of tho curvontly publlihod child^'s books, supp U owntod by 
o fllo of rovio«vs ond ovokMtlons from most of tho rocognlxod mtcos. Wo 
ora building o Juvonilo Evokiotion Colloctlon consltfing of otdor rocomwo n dod 
titlos which hovo bocomo "stondord." Thoso itoios, olong with tho commonly 
rocognlsod Ubtiogrophic tools will moko o Contor whoro onyono «oy comt 
to moko intolligont comparisons and docisiom for book soloction and 
acquisition, compilo blbliogrophios, study tho «fido rongo of chiidron's 
books, otc. It should bo usoM to odulH %vork}ng with childron ond children's 
books from oil oroos of tho stoto ond bocouso of tho stoto copitol*s control 
locotion, it should bo roosonobly occossiUo to dl citizoro. 



Ihm pubiicolSon of a bi«Mfrthl/ Hsf of " Juvonib Books ^tortfi/ of Goniidtro- ' 
tlon for POrchoM" hoi bMO diioontinMd btcoufo of lock of fuodi for cloricol 
oisiftonce* It wm boMd on molorioU in flio colloction montionod obov« ond 
Hod provod to bo o uiokfl itom hr many smoll-fown libroriom which hod no 
occosi to oHmt roviowino Mdio. It is to bo hopod thot tho Oklohomo 
Dopoit m o n t of Librarios vvill toon bo oblo to roairo this function. 

Thofo Is onolhor rf olow l dt octivitx which, whilo not uniquo to OkUiOMo, 
h wneommon onough to noto with prido. Tho tolotypo intorllbrory loon not%«orfc 
honors roquoiH froM chSid^ on tho somt bosis oi thoM from odults. This 
noom ttiot o child yAio usos tho smollost library unit In tho stoto hoi occoss 
to tho colloction of tho loigoit librory. At looit thot is tho writton policy* 
Wo oil know thot in ochiol practico tho thoorlos aaiagtii i ios brook down, but 
thot con bo oquolly huo in sorvieo to oAilts. 

Eidiibits, both book ond non-book, oro boooming rocognheod odfuncts to tho 
public llbrory progrcm. fturol ond diiponod cooimunitios moy find this o 
difficult roipomibllity to «Mrry out. In Okldioino it hoi boccoio pcpulor to 
uso tho library oi on oxhibit gollory for locol artists ond crofhoion, involving 
o port of tho community thot migfit not othorwiio ontor tho librory. 

Somo librarios hovo dovolopod intorosting disploys and oxchongod with thoir 
nolghbors. At timos tho OkMiomo Doportmont of LibroHos Is oblo to offor 



ERIC 

hmimiimr[Tiaaa 



10 



-10- 

resourr^. For cxonple, lost year we provided o troveling eMM of the 
juvenile books chosen for outitooding grophic excellence by the Children's 
Book Council, olong with their cotolog ond the critique for eoch title dry- 
mounted on celorfol bockgrounds. Somple press releoses and «iggetf ions 
for related octivities were provided OS port of the "pockoge." This mode 
o dromotic imprmsion in many smoll communities. 

The eiqiense involv^l with using 16mm Him in library progroms makat wch 
m activity obMMt prohibitive for o majority of smoll iwrol community 
libraries. Again cooperation is the key, olong with the help of Federol 
Funds. One of the programs developed by th^OkldiomoDepartmeol of 
Librvles beginning in 1W4 was a like library which could be mode ovolU 
oble to the developing systems throughout the stote. This has mode possible 
library film prograeis for children who couW never hove hod them otherwise. 
It hos olio ollowed smoll libraries to clro^lote films to their or" ilt users 
who woHc with groups of children, and small libraries could never hove 
found locol finonciol support for that kind of serviee. 

Each year sees us being involved in mere interogency oooperdive plonning. 
Thb is to be encouroged for the diversity it odds to librorr reloled octlvities. 
One of the reolly eliciting projects which the libraries hove Intrwfoced Into 
outlySng veos of Oklohomo Airing the lost year h the Involvement drcmo, 
ond this hos come about through |uit such interagency cooperation. 
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«f Mtnti with ttmir Smtructort a» rii« Oklehomo Cify lMiy««ity hov* 
bMti .nrking in this M6. With funds mod* ovoilabU »hi«u^ Hw Oklohoma 
Artf ond HumonitiM Counell, »h« group con »rov*l to any communUy in »h« 
«»o»«»lriia|»r«BrMic«. Tho ploytff ond Ih. ploy* oro .0 vw«o»II« Ihot 
thoy con adopt fe oImmT any kind af wrrounding and any nuoibar of childron 
inthawdtmico. A ploy with a elrcMf rii«ii. woi ond produewl lo 

co.«laN wilfc our «a«n» progrom and it hoi an owwhoWng «,e«o« ,» 
amy p^fermonca. Many childran in our rural otmm hov* not oxporltncod 
"ritoator" and Hil* is truly on oxciting introduction for Uttm. 

Tk- ^ »ort af lifarory iwvica to ehildr«n i., af couno, ot lh« kval af tho local 
library, il> collwllon af book* ond moterialt, it* librarian and t»N« lifarorion't 
dMiicatfan to tha fob. All th. coordinotod, Impertod or .Kd^ngod «vicl.- 
Nwnt* art not only intffMtuol, but misleading if tho locol unit and it* 
par«oon.leonnota«brth.baiic..fvic*.. And .o, mud. that w* hav. spokon 
of to this point may b* thought af os r.»«re«, froining opportuniti*., or 
-ipring^wrd." to .ncourogo and onrich locol program, local function, ond 
boiic locol otitt*. 

Staff af.v«, th. af thai, librory .«vie. unit* ho. prov^ omozingly 

aag« ond innovotiv*. Giv«, on ottroctivo functionol building or bookmobiU, 
o good book colkction, plus o system's wpport ond encouragement, they moke 
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^ 1„,»,o»ed end carried out, 0.009 with recip«,col visits of closses to the 
public librory. Prooron,, for preschool chiUren hove been ..despreod ond ^ 

^11 r.r>iwed ond odd onother dimension 
popolor. Children's film programs ore v^H received ond ooa 

to the concept of librory service. 

Ther. hos been som. storytelUng fbr older boys c girU, bu, this hos been 
Kompered by i»s demond foe preporotion tim.. Ev.ywh.e ond olwoys we .tr..s 
the importonc. of thot one^^ne function of reod.. odvisory service v^ich 
.elcs to get th. right kook or informotion to the right child ot the right time. 

Librory service ,0 th. dispersed population of Okl^omo hos mod. notable 
p^„ss in the lost few years. » still hos o long way .0 ,0 . We work and 
hope for the doy when every child moy hove on «^1 opportunity for th. 
.cr-ational ond mlr. stretching opportuniti« of good public librory «.vlc-. 



Mory Aon Wentroth 
Public Librory Coniultant 
for Childr«n*$S«rvic«$ 
Oklohomo Deportment of Librariet 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEMS IN OKLAHOMA 




Otflclal Sub-Sutt Fljnnt»8 LMitTicO ere outlined 
Co*mciM In wlUl Cdl^f h^v*' vot^u jL>raiy n*i]l'gt 



Chi^kJtaw Lr-f..Ty J\yitem (A^^n^o^^pJ 

Carter, CjjI, ,'jJinifc*i', L-svi- «i»J 

ChoctaH SiXion Ubtaiy S\itcm (McX letter) 

Ctoctav", HaiKeU, U:tui<r, UFlore, NkCuitata, 
an ^ PiRStniTf Countitfl 

£a<iini OkUhoPU Dittiict UWiVf (M'.:tk*^?tfe) 
AUfllr, ChcroKM, Del3^»r*, Mcintosh, 

CfcbSonia Covniy Ubnrtef (Oklthoma Ctcy) 

noMtr Moltt-CowMy Ubtary fNormM) 
Clevelfliwl tnd .N:cClfllR Counties 

Southtfni rnlrtt library S)item (Altus) 

Harmon, JackssA, tad TUlman Counties 

Ttili« aty-County Ubrtry (Tuka) 

Wtften Plalm Ubrar/ Syttem (CUDtoo) 

Cuiur, Ocwry, Kofer Mih, tad Washita 
Counties 



ool/LSi tun 
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